30 June 2017

While Gayle traveled to the annual picnic with her French class, I took advantage of a beautiful day to ride my bike over to Lake Barrieu for a little bird watching.  The 15-minute bike ride was a snap but the birds were few and far between – perhaps the fact that a very small helicopter was practicing touch and go landings nearby kept the birds at bay.  Other than a black kite soaring about, not much was happening.  After birding for about an hour, I sat down at a picnic table to eat my apple and contemplate the day.  Suddenly an unusual looking bird popped out of some nearby reeds and flew into another set of reeds 35 meters away.  Fortunately, I was able to catch it in my binoculars -  had to look it up in my Collins guide but the identity was clear.  It was a Little Bittern and new Life bird for me and my 235th tick in my guidebook!

Here’s a comlete list of my sightings for that day:

Grey Heron
Kestrel

Goldfinch

Moorhen

Jackdaw

Crow

Black Kite

Green Woodpecker

Common Buzzard

Barn Swallow

Swift

House Martin

Magpie

Collared Dove

Little Bittern

